
Opening the Straight Spouseõs 
Closet  will be available at the next 
PFLAG-KC meeting or under 
Chapter Info at www.pflag.org. 

Finding out a spouse is gay,     
lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

can be difficult. Questions about sexual    
orientation, fidelity, self-esteem and fear often 
go unanswered. This pamphlet provides    
insight into issues facing spouses, including 
coping stages, identity crises, concerns about 
children and support avenues. 
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In September, representatives from the 
Straight Spouse Network of Greater Kansas 
City will present the program at the next 
PFLAG meeting on Sunday, September 
12th, 3:00pm at Village Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

The Straight Spouse Network (SSN) is     
an international organization that provides 
personal, confidential support and informa-
tion to heterosexual spouses/partners,   
current or former, of gay, lesbian, bisexual 
or transgender mates and mixed-orientation 
couples for constructively resolving      
coming-out problems.  
 

SSN also offers research-based information 
about spouse, couple, and family issues and 
resources to other family members, profes-
sionals, community organizations, and the 
public. SSN is the only support network of 
its kind in the world.  The Straight Spouse 
Network promotes building bridges and 
working together to not only support our 
members, but to get the gay partners/
spouses connected with PFLAG or 

other support groups.  More information is 
available at www.straightspouse.org.  The 
local group currently meets at Village   
Presbyterian Church on the First Monday 
of each month, except holidays.  Contact 
information for the local group is Kay at 
816-289-9926 or kansascityssn[x]aol.com 
 

SSN and the speakers encourage you 
to come with questions and to feel free to 
ask them. SSN plans to have 2-3 member 
stories to share with PFLAG. They feel 
most fortunate to have the support of 
PFLAG and the willingness of so many to 
help with the issues SSN members face, as 
they also try to understand the issues the 
GLBT community faces. SSN is looking 
forward to sharing their stories. 
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Special points of interest: 

¶ Straight Spouse Network 

¶ PFLAG will meet Sunday, September 12th 

¶ Update from the President 

¶ Wedding Celebration 

A Place to Find Support & Acceptance  

PFLAG-KC general  
meetings are held on the 
second Sunday of each 
month at 3:00pm at The 
Village Presbyterian 
Church, 6641 Mission 
Road, Room 307 (enter 
SE door), Prairie Village 
KS 66208, 913.262.4200.  

The meeting rooms are 
wheelchair accessible. 
PFLAG-KC board    
meetings are held at 
1:30pm before the general 
meeting. Everyone is   
welcome to attend and 
add their ideas. 
 

Meetings are all inclusive 
& non-denominational. 

For more information call 
our help line:  816.765.9818. 
 

Write us at: 
PFLAG-KC 
PO Box 414101 
Kansas City MO 64141 
 

www.pflagkc.org 
 

pflagkc[x]pflagkc.org 

Support PFLAG Join  Today  

A membership form is included in this 
newsletter. 

http://community.pflag.org/Page.aspx?pid=594
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.straightspouse.org
mailto:kansascityssn@aol.com
http://www.pflagkc.org
http://www.pflagkc.org/
mailto:pflagkc@pflagkc.org
http://www.straightspouse.org/
http://www.pflag.org/
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Become a Fan  

We Are On  
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Dear PFLAG Family, 
 

September is an exciting month for PFLAG 

Chapters around the country including your 

Kansas City Chapter.  This is the last month 

of our fiscal year and when we elect        

Officers and Board of Directors.  I want to 

encourage everyone to attend 

and make your voice known 

during the elections.  A slate of 

Officers and Directors is listed 

elsewhere in the newsletter. Paid 

members will be able to vote. 
 

September will bring members of the 

Straight Spouse Network of Greater     

Kansas City, a group that I am very close to, 

although I have not been active in recent 

months.  Alternatively, October will bring 

representatives from the married women 

and men groups for those who have come 

out as LGBT.  November will bring a     

representative to talk about the new      

Kansas state wide transgender group. 
 

If anyone has any ideas for future        

programs, please contact Dustin Cooper 

or any Board member.  
  

Labor Day weekend will bring    

the annual Gay Rodeo just south 

of Kansas City at a wonderful     

facility.  We will have an           

information table as well as be a 

sponsor of an event.  The 2nd    

Sunday of October will bring   

OutFest as well as our regular meeting. 
  

If you have questions about PFLAG or 

want to become more involved, there are 

plenty of opportunities.  Contact me or 

any Board member any time. 
 

Thank you for all that you do within our 

organization and our community as a 

whole! 

               Randy   

Presidentõs Update 

PFLAG-KC TREASURER'S REPORT  

July 1, 2010 through July 31, 2010 

      

Beginning balance    
(7-1-2010) 

   5,513.79 

                              

Income    

  Donations   42.61  

  Advertising   50.00  

Total Income   92.61  
    

Expenses     

  Telephone     9.25  

  Pride ad in Camp   167.40  

  Annual Corporate 
Report-2 years 

    20.00  

Total expense   196.65  
    

Ending balance         
(7-31-2010) 

   5,409.75 

News for the newsletter?  

Submissions to the newsletter may be  
made by the 25th of the month to:   

coopster0[x]gmail.com 

UMKC Women's 
Center Hosts 2010 
Walk A Mile In Her 
Shoes event  
 

Men will march in women's heels  
to increase awareness of violence 

It has been said that to understand someone, it is 
necessary to walk a mile in that person's shoes. 
Building on that premise, the University of         
Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) Women's Center, 
UMKC Violence Prevention and Response Project, 
and the Kansas City Anti-Violence Project are ask-
ing men to walk a mile in women's high-heeled 
shoes. 
 

UMKC's fourth annual Walk a Mile In Her Shoes: 
An International Men's March to Stop Rape, Sexual 
Assault and Gender Violence event is scheduled to 
take place at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 
the University Playhouse near 51st and Holmes 
Streets in Kansas City, Mo. The march begins at 6 
p.m. and a cookout begins at 6:30 p.m. In case of 
rain, the event will take place on Tuesday, Sept. 21. 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=126687385265&ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=126687385265&ref=ts
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.umkc.edu/womenc/
http://www.umkc.edu/endviolence/programming.asp
http://www.walkamileinhershoes.org/
http://www.walkamileinhershoes.org/
http://www.walkamileinhershoes.org/
http://www.walkamileinhershoes.org/


ó to be openly    

gay and Christian 

is more than a 

unique coming  

out story. ô 

exorcised, electric-shocked, prayed for 
and nearly driven to suicide because his 
church said homosexuality was wrong. 

But his salvation to be openly 
gay and Christian is more than 
a unique coming-out story. It is 
a chilling expose` that goes 
into the secret meetings and 
hidden agendas of the religious 
right. Told by an eyewitness 

and sure to anger those Mel 
White once knew best, 
Stranger at the Gate is a 
warning about where the 

politics of hate may lead America . . .a 
brave book by a good man whose 
words can make us richer in spirit and 
much wiser too. 
 

*This book has been recommended by several 
of our PFLAG members.* 

When Mel White came out to his former 
clients, Pat Robertson urged him to get 
therapy. Instead, Mel White decided to 
fight back with his own evangelical 
fire.ó - Newsweek 
 

Until Christmas Eve 1991, Mel White 
was regarded by the leaders of the   
religious right as one of their most   
talented and productive supporters.   
He penned the speeches of Ollie North. 
He was a ghostwriter for Jerry    
Falwell, worked with Jim Baker, flew 
in Pat Robertsonõs private jet, and 
walked sandy beaches with Billy 
Graham. What these men didnõt know  
was that Mel White-evangelical minister, 
committed Christian, family man-was gay. 
 

In this remarkable book, Mel White details 
his twenty-five years of being counseled, 
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Co-Director of Support 
Linda Coonley  
 

Director of Resources   
Paul Hough   
 

Director of Website  
Development   
Glenn Lang   

President/Treasurer   
Randy Fowler   
 

Vice-Presidents   
Glen Dove & 
Carolyn Finken Dove  
 

Secretary   
David Whitner   

Director of Membership & 
Communications 
Ruth Cooper  
 

Member at Large 
Dustin Cooper 
Sue Edwards   
Travis Thompson 

Members of  
the Board  

Available in the PFLAG 
Library - Check it out. 

Stranger at the Gate  

(As seen on 60 Minutes) 

2010 Show -Me  

State Rodeo  
 

Labor Day Weekend 
Sataturday & Sunday 

September 4, 5 
Schedule:  click here 

 

13 Events:  Grand Entry and opening 
ceremonies begin at noon on Saturday 
 

Lone Wolf Ranch and Arena 
22801 State Line Rd. 

Cleveland, MO 64734. 
   

PFLAG will be tabling and sponsoring an 
event.  The Missouri Gay Rodeo Assoc. 
puts on a great show of roping, riding, 
racing, goat dressing and more. 
 

Free shuttle buses to and from the Rodeo 
at Missie B's, 805 W. 39th St., KCMO.   

Latino Gay Pride  
(Orgullo Latino)  

 
2 to 8 p.m.  

Saturday, Sept. 11  
 

Washington Square Park 
Pershing Road and Grand Boulevard 

 Kansas City, Mo 
  

The Latino Pride festival is joined by the 
campaign for National Latino AIDS 
Awareness Day (Oct. 15).  
 

There will be music, dancing and       
live performances with food and       
non-alcoholic drink. This festival is in 
support of the Kansas City Good     
Samaritan Project, and the best part is 
that itõs free of charge.  

KC Friends of  Dorothy  
 

The group formerly known as Young 
Pride has a new name. Itõs now called 
Kansas City Friends of Dorothy. This is a 
social group for those 18 and over (no age 
ceiling) who want to become active in the 
community, support local LGBT-friendly 

businesses/organizations and have a great 
time getting to know some awesome  
people in and around the Kansas City 
area. For social outings check:  Facebook 
or KCFriendsofDorothy@gmail.com. 

http://www.melwhite.org/article/6
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.melwhite.org/article/6
http://mgra.us/
http://www.lonewolfarena.com/index.html
http://www.lonewolfarena.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=130346510333860&ref=ts
mailto:KCFriendsofDorothy@gmail.com


wrote) to each other and exchanged rings.  Glen gave a         
congratulatory toast to close the ceremony.  Tears of happiness 
flowed freely throughout.   
 
Then food, drinks, and 
dancing and joyous      
celebration filled the rest 
of the evening.  At one 
point, Sarahõs 88 year-old 
grandmother was seen 
waving her cane in the air 
and dancing with her 
granddaughter!  I wish you 
all could have been there! 
 
(Note:  Washington state actually has domestic partnerships, not 
legal marriage, but if ever there was a wedding of two people in 
love, this was surely it.)      

Since Sarah and Maria both lived in Kansas City prior to 
their move to Seattle, and still have many friends in the 
area, I wanted to try to convey to you all the joy and love 
of this very memorable occasion and to share a few details 
of the event with you all.   
 
Both the wedding and the reception took place in the 
Golden Gardens Bathhouse, a beautiful red brick building 
on the beach, decorated with white lights and lanterns, 
and filled with family and friends celebrating this most 
joyous occasion.  Everything was beautiful, thanks to the 
efforts of many. 
 
After casual 
socializing with 
their guests as 
they arrived, 
Sarah and 
Maria and the 
wedding party 
approached the 
front of the 
room as 
Sarahõs brother-in-law, Carlos, playing a beautiful selection 
on the keyboard and guests took their seats.  Attendants 
standing up for the couple included Sarahõs sister Emily 
(wife to Carlos), step-sister Adrienne, and two friends of 
the couple, Melissa and Cassie.  Two other friends of the 
couple, Emily and Russell, who are also ministers,       
officiated.  (Russell was also Wedding Planner in Chief 
and organized and executed many details of the event 
with incredible skill.)  Friends and family had come from 
all over to attend, from Maryland to Texas (including    
our own Jamie Lee, former president of PFLAG), to  

California; and Emily and Carlos 
made the trip from Japan. 
 
It would be difficult to       
imagine a more personal or 
more meaningful ceremony.  
Sarahõs dad, Steve, welcomed 
the guests, Russell and Emily 
had selected meaningful      
readings, I said a few words to 
the happy pair, Sarah and Maria 
said their vows (which each 

For more information contact Ashley Green  

agreen@kcwizards.com  913-951-3535 

FINKEN -WILLIAMS WEDDING  

 
A Celebration of Love and Community 

by Carolyn Finken-Dove 
 

It is with great excitement and pride that I would like to       
announce the wedding of two people near and dear to my heart.  
My daughter Sarah Finken, and her partner, Maria Williams,  

had a wedding to celebrate their commitment to a life together.  The ceremony took 
place June 27, 2010 in Seattle, Washington, where they have lived for almost two years.   

 

mailto:KCFriendsofDorothy@gmail.com
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¶ Provide a support system for 
families and friends of lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, and transgendered 
people to enable them to         
understand, accept and support 
their  children with love and pride. 

Who Are We?  

¶ Provide education for individuals 
and the community at large on the 
nature of homosexuality, and 

¶ Support the full human and civil 
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgendered people. 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays of Kansas City (PFLAG-KC) 
is a group of parents, siblings, friends, lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-gendered 
people who: 

Thank you to Village Presbyterian Church for allowing 
us a meeting space.  Note to the PFLAG community, 
we are an all inclusive group and are not affiliated with 
any religious organization. 

http://www.pflagkc.org
http://www.pflagkc.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/megan-monroe-msw-lscsw/6/ab9/60
http://www.peternorthcott.com/
http://www.villagepres.org
http://www.cccucc.com/
http://www.broadwaychurch-kc.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/jpurinton
mailto:pflagkc@pflagkc.org
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Dear Friend of PFLAG-KC, 
 
Our new membership year begins on October 1.  We follow the fiscal year of National PFLAG and pay dues 
of $15.00 per member to them annually. 
 
As you can see from our newsletters, we continue to present interesting and informative meetings while  
providing support for the families and friends of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgendered people in our 
community.  We also make an impact by educating the public concerning these issues and advocating for 
equal rights.  Our programs are vital to the individuals we serve and to society in general. 
 
How about joining us in our mission by renewing your membership at this time?  Use the form below to join 
or renew.  Your presence makes a valuable contribution to our meeting, too, so we hope to see you on the 
second Sunday of each month at 3:00 pm, Village Presbyterian Church, 6641 Mission Road, Prairie Village 
KS, room 307. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  Ruth  

 

Ruth Cooper, Membership 
 
cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

PFLAG-KC 2010-2111 Membership/Renewal 

ñMembership renews October 1stòt 

 
Your dues enable our chapter to buy materials for our library, provide information to the community and do 
all of the other things necessary to further our goals.  If you would like to join or renew, please fill out this 
form completely and send it with your check to: 
 

PFLAG-KC,       PO Box 414101,       Kansas City MO 64141-4101 

 
______ $37.00 ï Household;   ______$27.00 ï Individual;    ______$12.00 ï KC Newsletter only 

 
Members of the KC chapter are also members of National PFLAG and will receive the PFLAGPole and 
other mailing with ñPFLAGò on the envelope.   
 

Please check your preference:  Forward my name to the National Federation,    _____yes:    _____no. 
 
I am enclosing an additional tax-deductible contribution of:    $_____________. 
 
NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ DATE: _________________ 

 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ PHONE: (__________)___________________ 
 
CITY: _________________________________________  STATE: ___________ ZIP+4 _______________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.pflagkc.org/

